
Purpose and Structure of 

Government 

1. What was the result of the 

“state of nature” game?  

Who survived?  Who 

perished? 

2. Is there any way to make 

sure all players survive? 

3. Who is in charge in a 

“state of nature”? 

4. What is one advantage 

and one disadvantage of a 

society in a “state of 

nature”? 

5. According to 

“evolutionary theory,” 

why do people form 

governments? 

6. What are the 5 ways a 

government can maintain 

power?  Provide a 

historical example for two. 

7. How does the “Divine 

Right” theory claim a 

leader can maintain 

control? 

8. Define “social contract.” 

9. Give one example of the 

social contract theory. 

10. What four characteristics 

make a place an official 

nation? (also called 

nation-state) 

11. What are the three main 

functions of modern 

governments? 

12. Identify the three 

different ways to structure 

government.  For each – 

either copy the definition 

OR draw the diagram that 

shows how the system in 

organized. 
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